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To  the  Chairman,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Merioneth  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955. 

There  was  a decrease  of  190  in  the  estimated  population  in 
comparison  with  the  previous  year.  The  estimated  population 
includes  any  military  forces  who  may  be  resident  in  the  County. 
This  figure  has  gradually  diminished  since  1951  when  the 
estimated  population  was  41,170  as  compared  with  40,000 
for  this  year. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  death  rate  per  thousand  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Heart  disease  was 
the  main  cause  of  death,  followed  by  vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  and  then  cancer.  While  the  former  two  causes 
were  responsible  on  the  whole  for  the  death  of  elderly  people, 
cancer  caused  32  deaths  in  people  aged  45  to  65  and  4 deaths 
below  45  years  of  age.  The  most  frequent  site  of  the  cancer 
was  the  stomach  from  which  there  were  27  deaths- — males 
{14),  females  (13),  while  13  died  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and 
bronchus — males  (10),  females  (3).  The  actual  death  rate 
from  cancer  was  less  than  in  1954. 

The  birth  rate  was  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  but  it 
was  well  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  birth 
rate  is  lower  than  the  death  rate.  This  may  be  due  to  the 
number  of  young  people  who  have  to  leave  this  County  to  seek 
their  living  elsewhere  and  to  the  high.cr  proportion  of  elderly 
people  in  the  community  in  comparison  wdth  other  counties, 
where  there  is  industrial  progress  and  work  is  available  for  the 
younger  generation.  In  comparing  the  birth  and  death 
rates  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  w-e  find  that  the  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  (15.O;  is  much  higher  than  the 
death  rate  (11.7).  In  this  Ccunty  the  birth  rate  was  13.2 
vvhile  the  death  rate  was  14.28.  One  could  almost  say  that 
this  C.ounty  is  gradually  fading  away  as  far  as  the  population 
IS  concerned. 
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There  was  an  increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  but 
there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

There  were  more  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified! 
and  more  deaths  from  this  cause.  Fewer  non- pulmonary 
tuberculosis  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  no  deaths- 
from  this  disease.  It  is  interesting  to  note  than  on  the  ist 
October  of  this  year  the  “Tuberculosis  South  West  and  Mid-- 
Wales  Attested  Area  Order  1955”  came  into  force.  No-one ^ 
in  this  County  can  keep  other  than  attested  cattle.  At  the  • 
time  of  going  to  press  there  were  1 006  registered  milk  producers--! 
in  the  County  of  whom  487  held  T.T.  licences.  There  are ; 
small  producers  to  whom  it  may  not  be  an  economical  prop-- 
osition  to  adapt  their  buildings  to  the  standard  for  a T.T 
licence,  but  there  are  others  where  the  farm  owners  are  reluc-- 
tant  to  spend  any  capital  to  bring  the  buildings  to  the  required! 
standards.  When  these  difficulties  have  been  overcome  morer 
progress  will  be  made  to  attain  a larger  number  of  T.T. 
licenced  premises. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Council  members? 
for  their  friendly  support,  and  to  pay  tribute  to  the  members? 
of  my  Staff  and  Officers  of  the  other  Departments  as  well  ass 
Officers  of  the  District  Councils,  for  their  kind  help  and  1 1 
co-operation.  I 

I am  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  W.V.S.  organisation,  . 
the  British  Red  Cross  and  other  voluntary  workers,  for  all  ther 
services  they  have  rendered  at  Welfare  Centres,  in  the  dis-  - 
tribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  and  in  other  spheres. 

There  has  bee  n amicable  co-operation  with  the  General ! 
Practitioners  and  I am  grateful  to  them  for  their  help. 

I am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  CAPPER, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


September  1956. 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Aldermen  : 


Evan  John  Jones  {Chairman). 
Edward  Edwards. 

I Alfred  E.  Hughes,  c.b.e.  | 


I Owen  Arthur  Jonathan.  | 
Richard  Parry. 
Robert  Owen  Wynne. 


Thomas  Evan  Jenkins. 
Councillors  : 


E.  E.  Davies. 

John  LI.  Davies. 

Lewis  F.  Davies. 

Robert  R.  Davies. 

T.  V.  Davies. 

D.  J.  Evans. 

E.  J.  Evans. 

Mrs.  Gwyneth  Evans. 

Richard  O.  Griffith. 

R.  P.  Lloyd  Griffith. 

Rev.  E.  Cadvan  Jones. 

Elias  Jones. 

Evan  E.  Jones. 

Humphrey 


* J.  S.  Jones. 

Robert  D.  Jones. 
Robert  M.  Jones. 
'■  Rev.  Evan  Lynch. 

W.  A.  Meredith. 
J.  Llewelyn  Owen. 
J.  R.  Parsons. 
Miss  Annie  Roberts. 
D.  Llewelyn  Pugh. 

E.  Price  Roberts. 
John  A.  Williams. 
Lewis  Williams. 
Rev.  T.  Alun  Williams. 
T.  Jones. 


Women  Members  : 

Mrs.  Norah  I.  Edwards,  Dinarth,  Corwen. 

Mrs.  Gwyneth  LI.  Davies,  Glaslyn,  Station  Rd.,  Bala. 
Mrs.  B.  Maelor  Jones,  Frondirion,  Dolgelley. 

Mrs.  M.  Parry,  m.b.e.,  Penrhyndyfi,  Pennal. 

Rejnesenling  the  Executive  Council  : 

Mr.  John  Lloyd,  Glyn.  Llanbedr. 


Mnr.bers  of  the  Care  C cnmiltee  : 


Aldermen  : 

Evan  John  Jones  (C/zaiman).  Robert  Owen  Wynne. . 

I Alfred  E.  Hughes,  g.b.e.  I I Owen  A.  Jonathan.  | , 


John  LI.  Davies. 
Robert  R.  Davies. 

T.  V.  Davies. 

Mrs.  Gwyneth  Evans 
Richard  O.  Griffith. 
R.  P.  Lloyd  Griffith. 


Councillors  : 


Elias  Jones. . 
Rev.  E.  Cadvan  Jones. . 
Robert  D.  Jones. 
J.  Arthur  Williams.  . 
Rev.  T.  Alun  Williams.  . 


Lewis  Williams.  . 


Evan  E.  Jones. 


Co-opted  Members  : 


Mrs.  Gwyneth  LI.  Davies. 

Mrs.  Maelor  Jones. 

Mrs.  Mair  Parry,  m.b.e. 

Dr.  G.  O.  Thomas,  {Chest  Physician) 
Dr.  J.  Glyn  Jones,  do. 

Dr.  E.  Clifford  Jones,  do. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


WHOLE  TIME  OFFICERS  : 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer  : 

W.  F.  Capper,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h. 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Evan  F.  W.  Richards,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School 
Medical  Officer  : 

D.  Lloyd  Williams,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.f.p.  &s.  {Resigned 

July  1955) 

Watcyn  R.  Williams,  B.sc.,  m.b.,  B.ch,.  d.t.m.  & h.,  d.p.h. 
{Appointed  November 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  : 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Owen,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  Q,.s.,,  h.v. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  : 

Miss  E.  J.  Moss,  S.R.N.,  s.g.m.,  q^.s.,  h.v.  {Resigned  Nov.  1955) 

Denta  I Surgeons  : 

E.  Clwydwyn  Jones,  l.d.s. 

W.  B.  Wolfe,  L.D.S.  {Appointed November  1955) 

Dental  Attendants  ; Mrs.  M.  Da\ies. 

Miss  Gwyneth  Leeds  {Appointed  November  1955) 

School  Rurse  : Miss  Gwen  Humphreys,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  Z.  M.  Evans,  s.r.n. 


Health  Visitors  and  District  , 

Nurse  G.  Baines  Davies 
,,  M.  E.  Davies 

,,  A.  B.  Evans 

,,  C.  Fivans 

,,  A.J.  Fivans 


\'urse  iMidwives  {Combined)  : 

Dolgelley. 

Dyffryn  Ardudwy. 
Blaenau  F’festiniog. 
Dinas  Mawddwv. 
Celynin. 
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,,  A.  Fielding 

,,  Gwen  Francis 

, , Eluned  Griffiths 
,,  M.  P.  Griff  th 

,,  S.  C.  Griffith 

„ C.  A.  Jones 

,,  Gwen  Morgan  Jones 

„ Jane  Jones 


,,  Glenys  Evans 


Elan  Ffestiniog. 
Blaenau  Ffestiniog. 
Llanegryn. 

Corris. 

Harlech. 

Barmouth. 

Towyn. 

Bala. 

Aberdovey. 


{Resigned  September  1955) 

Kate  Jones  Roberts  ...  Aberdovey. 

{Appointed  October  1955) 

,,  Megan  Jones  ...  Corwen. 

M.  Wynn  Jones  ...  Corwen. 

{Resigned  November  1955) 

L.  M.  Owen  ...  Penrhyndeudraeth. 

{Resigned  April  1955) 

Irene  Mary  Cox  ...  Penrhyndeudraeth. 

{Appointed  May  1955) 

E.  M.  Roberts  ...  Trawsfynydd. 

Florence  A.  Catherwood  {Relief  ihuise') 

Ambulance  Officer  : 

David  J.  Jones  {Resigned  April  1955) 

Idris  Lloyd  Williams  {Appointed  June  1955) 

Clerical  Staff ; 

Miss  M.  J.  Jones. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Roberts  {Resigned  July  1955)- 
Mrs.  H.  Pugh  {Appointed  September  1955)- 
Miss  Eirianwy  E.  Roberts. 

Miss  Eluned  Roberts. 

Miss  Elizabeth  W.  Jones. 

Miss  Marion  Edwards. 

Miss  Dorothy  Hughes. 

PART-TIME  OFFICERS  : 


The  following  were  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Infant 


Welfare  Centres 
Abergynolwyn 


Dr.  D.  Lloyd  Williams 
{Assistant  M.O.H.). 
Dr.  E.  F.  W.  Richards 
(Assistant  M.O.H-)- 
Dr.  T.  Tibbott  Davies. 


Aberdovey 

Bala 


Dr.  Robert  Jones. 
Dr.  Merfyn  Jones. 
Dr.  Huw  Francis. 
Dr.  D.  G.  Roberts. 
Dr.  N.  A.  Thomas. 


Barmouth 

Corris 


Corwen 

Dolgelley 
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Dyffryn 

Bl.  Ffestiniog 

Harlech 

Penrhyndeudraeth 

Towyn 

Trawsfynydd 


Dr.  Merfyn  Jones. 

Dr.  W.  Pritchard. 

Dr.  R.  Morris  Williams. 
Dr.  O.  M.  Prichard. 

Dr.  G.  K.  Davies. 

Dr.  Gwennie  Williams. 


Ophthalmic  Surgeons  : 

Edward  Lyons,  Llanddulas,  Nr.  Abergele. 
T.  G.  Wynne  Parry,  Bangor. 

G.  Laszlo,  Bangor. 

Mrs.  Enid  Hughes,  Ruthin. 


Ear,  JVose  and  Throat  Specialists  : 

Horace  Mather,  50  Rodney  Street,  Liverpool. 

R.  Barraclough,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.l.o.,  Wrexham. 

Mental  Health  Service  : 

J.  H.  O.  Roberts,  m.d.  (nond.),  d.p.m. 

G.  Williams,  m.d.  (Lond.),  d.p.m. 

Psychologist  : W.  R.  Jones,  m.a. 

Psychiatric  Social  Worker  : M!rs.  J.  Evans.  (^Resigned) 
Duly  Authorised  Officers  : Mr.  J.  Idwal  Jones.* 

Mr.  R.  G.  Jones.  * 

* Also  Welfare  Officers. 


Consulting  Obstetricians,  : 

O.  Vaughan  Jones,  m.d.,  f.r.g.s.,  f.r.c.o.g. 

J.  Gardiner  Wigley. 

Consulting  Paediatrician  : 

Gwyn  R.  Griffith,  m.d.,  f.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  d.c.h. 
Chest  Physicians  : 

G.  O.  Thomas,  m.d.  Glyn  Jones,  m.d. 

E.  Clifford  Jones,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c..s. 

Consulting  Venerealogist  : 

H.  Vernon  Williams,  M.R.C..S.,  l.r.c.p. 


Associated  Officers  of 
Clerk  of  the  County  Council 
Deputy  Clerk  of  the  County  Council 
Ci.unty  Treasurer 
County  Architect 
Inspector  of  Foods  and  Drugs 
Public  Analyst 
Childreti’s  Officer 
elf  are  Officer  - - . 


the  County  Council  : 

- D.  W.  Jones  Williams. 
1.  Lloyd  Jones. 
A.  A.  Hemphill. 

N.  LI.  Jones. 
R.  T.  Edwards. 
Harold  Lowe,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c. 
Mrs.  A.  Humphrey  Jones. 

T.  E.  Jones. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  mid-year  1955:  40,000 
1951  Census  Population  : 41,450. 


Total  M 


Live  Births- — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


497 

31 


259 

17 


238  Birth  rate  per  1,000 
14  estimated  popula- 
tion 13-2 

Birth  Rate  (England 
& Wales ) (Prov- 
isional) ■ 15-0 


Still  Births 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births 

• ••  11-23 

(England  & Wales 
(Provisional)  23.1 


Deaths 

(All  ages) 


5.71  282  289 


Death  rate  per  i ,000  * 
estimated  popula-  ; 
tion  •••  14-28  i 

Death  Rate  (England 
& Wales)  ...  1 1-7  ] 


Deaths 


Rate  per  i ,ood  < 
total  live  and  ■ 
still  births. 


No.  30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
abortion 


Nil  -•-  , i 

England  & Wales  , 
0.64 


Death  rales  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Total  number  of  Infant  Deaths 
Alt  Infants  per  i,ooo  live  births  ' ” 1 • .u. 

Leghimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  ^ir  hs  . 
rufg!tima.e  Infants  per  ,.ooo  've  b.rths 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  Wales)  ... 


20 


37.88 

34-‘>9 


3-79 

24-9 
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TABLE  1. 

Giving  the  population  in  1955  (estimated),  and  the  popula- 
tion as  enumerated  at  the  Census  1951,  rateable  value,  and 
the  product  of  a penny  rate  in  the  County,  and  the  several 
County  Districts. 


Papula- 

Papula- 

Rateable 

Estimated 

tion 

tian 

value 

Product 

{estimated) 

Census 

as  at 

of  a 

by 

1951 

1-4-56 

penny  rate 

Registrar 

as  at 

General 

1-4-56 

1955 

£ 

£ 

County  of 

Merionetii 
Total  Urban 

40,000 

41,456 

342,969 

1,325 

Districts  

Total  Rural 

17,340 

17,634 

181 ,201 

696 

Districts  

22,660 

23,822 

161,788 

629 

Urban  Districts 

Bala  

1,510 

1,508 

16,516 

64 

Barmouth  

2,330 

2,406 

37,613 

145 

Dolgelley  

2,510 

6,620 

2,246 

27,912 

102 

Ffestiniog  

6,923 

52,479 

201 

Towyn  

4,370 

4,491 

46,681 

184 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth 

Dolgelley  

Edeyrnion 

Penllyn  

6,640 

9,060 

4,110 

2,850 

7,131 

9,666 

4,195 

2,830 

55,139 

63,416 

30,300 

12,933 

212 

254 

1 14 
49 

TABLE  II. 


POPULATION 


Population  of  the  County,  the  total  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  and  of  the  several  County  Districts  for  the  years 

1951  - 1955- 


Col.  I 


County  of  Merioneth 

f 

Total  Urban  Districts 
Total  Rural  Districts 


Urban  Districts 

Bala  . . . 
Barmouth 
Dolgelley 
Ffestiniog 
Towyn 


Rural  Districts 

Deudraeth  ... 
Dolgelley  . . . 
Edeyrnion 
Penllyn 


1951 


41,170 

17,670 

23,500 


41,070 

17,480 

23,590 


1,488 

2,366 

2,535 

6,871 

4,410 


6,975 

9,544 

4,182 

2,799 


1952 


1,445 

2,353 

2,508 

6,787 

4,387 


1953 


40,850 

17,540 

23,310 


1,449 

2,320 

2,519 

6,691 

4,561 


1954 


40,190 

17,450 

22,740 


40.000^ 
17,340/' 

22,660  i 


1,500 

2,330 

2,530 

6,660 

4,430 


6,858 

9,796 

4,125 

2,81  I 


6,795 

9,596 

4,121 

2,798 


6,640 

9,180 

4,120 

2,800 


^ 955 


6 [l 


1,5191 

2,339i 


6,640 
9,060  .) 

4,110  i 

2,850  ! 


TABLE  111. 


Giving  the  principal  causes  of  deaths,  with  the  numbers  in 
the  County,  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  with  percentage  of 
the  total  deaths  in  1955. 


Number  of  Deaths 

1955- 

Deaths 

in 

Urban 

Dis- 

tricts 

Deaths 

in 

Rural 

Dis- 

tricts 

Percentag 
of  total 
deaths 
in 

1955 

f 

Total 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Col.  I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

deart  Diseases 

157 

78 

79 

69 

88 

27-49 

Dther  diseases  of 
the  circulatory 

16 

system  

27 

15 

12 

1 1 

4-73 

Dancer  

94 

46 

48 

42 

54 

16.46 

^'ascular  lesions 
of  the  nervous 

system  

41 

72 

46 

67 

19-79 

Nfephritis  and 

Nephrosis  

7 

. 3 

4 

3 

4 

1.23 

Pulmonary 

16 

Tuberculosis 

20 

16 

4 

4 

3-50 

Bronchitis  

28 

18 

10 

8 

20 

4.90 

Pneumonia  

9 

5 

4 

4 

5 

1.58 

[nfluenza  

6 

I 

5 

5 

I 

1.05 

13 
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population  for  ^955,  Jtnd  for  ilie  previous  nine  years. 
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together  with  rate  per  i,ooo  of  estimated  population  for  1955,  and  five  previous  years. 
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County  of  Merioneth  ... 
Total  Urban  Districts 
Total  Rural  Districts  ... 
Urban  Districts  : 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Aberystwyth  and  Conway  Public  Health  Laboratories 
have  provided  excellent  service  throughout  the  year. 

Ambulance. 

One  new  ambulance  was  purchased  for  Blaenau  Ffestiniog 
to  replace  another  one  which  was  sold. 

The  garaging  of  the  ambulances  at  the  Dolgelley  depot  is 
still  far  from  satisfactory.  Most  of  the  repairs  to  ambulances 
and  nurses’  cars  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Dolgelley  depot 
but  facilities  for  carrying  out  these  repairs  are  poor. 

The  average  direct  costs  for  the  ambulance  service  during 
the  financial  year  1954-55  was  11.71  pence  per  mile  and  the 
total  cost  including  administration  was  i jad.  per  mile. 

Six  of  the  full-time  ambulance  drivers  CjUalified  for  the 
National  Safe  Driving  Diploma. 

More  patients  were  conveyed  by  the  Ambulance  service 
during  this  year  than  in  any  other  year  since  the  inception  of 
the  service.  There  were  1336  more  patients  conveyed  than 
in  the  previous  year  with  an  increase  of  3,123  miles  in  the 
mileage  and  iio  in  the  number  of  journeys. 

There  have  been  cases  where  transport  was  sought  but 
refused  after  investigations.  Other  journeys,  especially  to 
clinics  have  been  curtailed  after  enquiring  into  the  need  for 
transport.  There  are  members  of  the  public  who  still  think 
that  attendance  at  a hospital  or  a clinic  warrants  conveyance 
by  the  ambulance  service.  Some  visitors  taken  ill  during 
their  holidays  and  needing  hospital  treatment  expect  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  hospitals  near  their  homes  when  similar 
facilities  for  treatment  have  been  available  in  the  neighbouring 
hospitals.  One  had  hoped  that  the  peak  in  the  number  of 
patients  to  ije  conveyed  had  ijeen  reached  but  it  appears  as  if 
the  demand  is  still  iiicreasing. 

The  long  distance  journeys  increased  from  log  to  144, 
involving  an  increase  of  110  in  the  number  of  patients  and 
^>997  miles  in  the  mileage. 

In  1954  there  were  77  journeys  made  to  Liverpool  involving 
*3>729  miles,  while  this  year  there  were  98  journevs  involving 
17,668  miles. 

I'urther  statistics  are  av^ailablc  in  the  following  tables. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Work  carried  out  by  the  Ambulance  Service  during  the  year  1955. 


Total  number  of  patients,  journeys  and  mileage  for  1955  by 
Countv  Council  vehicles  and  “sitting-case”  cars  with  com- 


parative figures  for  1954  :- 

Total  Patients 
T otal  J ourneys 
Total  Mileage 


1954-  1955- 

9>223  ...  10,559 

3,669  ...  3,742 

212,661  .;.  226,780 


Patients  conveyed  to  distant  hospitals  and  towns  :- 


Destination 

No.  of 
Patients 

Journeys 

Mileage 

Birmingham 

I 

I 

254 

Bolton  ... 

I 

...  I 

■ ...  207  ■ 

Chester 

17 

12 

1,576 

Cardiff 

3 

3 

•..  956' 

Carmarthen 

I 

I 

192 

Caersws 

I 

I 

125 

Droitwich 

I 

I . 

205 

Ellesmere  Port 

I 

I 

125 

Liverpool 

209 

...  98 

17,668 

Llandrindod  Wells 

16 

5 

1,023 

Llangefni 

2 

2 

296 

Manchester 

12 

10 

2,219 

Maesteg,  Glamorgan 

I 

I 

352 

Nottingham 

r 

I 

295 

Newcastle-under-Lyne 

I 

I 

261 

Shrewsbury 

2 

2 

297 

Stoke-on-Trent  ... 

I 

I 

195 

Wolverhampton 

I 

I 

210 

Warrington 

I 

r 

226 

273 

144 

26,686 

Patients  conveyed  by  rail  : 

Seven  patients  were  conveyed  by  train  during  the  year  to 
the  following  destinations  :- 

Three  to  Paddington,  two  to  Manchester,  one  to  Bradford, 
and  one  to  Llandrindod  Wells. 
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Merionethshire  patients  conveyed  by  Other  Authorities 
during  the  year  1955. 


Authority 

Stretch- 

er 

Cases 

Sitting 

Cases 

Ambul- 

ance 

Jour'ys 

Sitting 

Car 

Jour‘‘ys 

Ambul- 

ance 

Mileage 

Sitting:^ 

Car 

Mileagi 

Liverpool  

2 

32 

2 

32 

406 

5209  . 

Montgomery 

County  Council 

6 

21 

5 

14 

89 

4D' 

Denbighshire 

County  Council 
Worcestershire 

5 

3 

6 

2 

348 

102 

County  Council 

I 

I 

I 

I 

13 

22  - 

Totals 

14 

57 

14 

49 

856 



5750 

Total  number  of  patients  removed  by  County  Council 
vehicles,  hired  “sitting-case”  cars,  train  and  other  authorities 

Patients  ...  ..  ...  10,637 

Journeys  ...  ...  ...  3,805 

Mileage  ...  ...  ...  233,386 


Venereal  Diseases. 

One  clinic  is  held  by  a Consultant  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  within  the  County  at  Blaenau  Ffestiniog. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Housing.  

Details  of  the  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
or  overcrowded  are  not  available  but  each  District  Council  is 
making  progress  to  reduce  these  conditions.  Cases  of  over- 
crowding and  unfit  houses  do  exist  and  these  should  be 
eliminated. 
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Schemes  for  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage. 

New  water  supply  and  sewerage  schemes  were  carried  out 
in  the  various  districts  but  some  schemes,  especially  the 
sew'erage  schemes  have  been  held  up.  Some  Authorities  have 
made  good  progress  and  have  a satisfactory  scheme  for  a 
water  supply  and  Sewerage  but  others  have  not  completed 
their  schemes  for  the  small  hamlets  in  their  area.  It  might 
be  advisable  for  the  County  Council  to  obtain  details  of  all 
the  areas  in  which  water  supplies  and  sewerage  schemes  have 
not  yet  been  completed,  and  to  confer  with  the  Authorities 
concerned  regarding  the  possibility  of  completing  such  schemes 
as  soon  as  pos.;ible. 

The  f blowing  grants  wei'e  made  by  the  County  Council 
during  the  1955  56  Financial  Year  to  the  various  District 
Councils  tow.'irds  schemes  submitted  by  various  Councils, 
payable  over  a number  of  years. 


District  end  Scheme 

Provisional 

Cost 

County 

Council’s 

contributions. 

Deudraeth  R.D.C.  : 

Trawsfynydil  Sewerage  & Sewage 

£ 

Scheme 

Llanfair  and  Llandanwg  Sewerage 

36,242 

9,621 

Scheme 

Dolgelley  R.D.C. 

20,932 

4,466 

Arthog  Water  Supply  Scheme 
Edeyrnion  R D.C. 

Cynwyd  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

3,890 

500 

Scheme 

Glyndyfrdwy  Sewerage  & Sewage 

16,860 

5,930 

Scheme 

Peni.lyn  R.D.C. 

Llanuwchllyn  Water  Supply 

13,014 

3,907 

Scheme 

70,000 

20,000 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES,  MIDWIFERY  AND 
HEALTH  VISITING 

Home  Nursing. 

Table  XVIII  shows  the  number  of  visits  made  for  home 
nursing.  There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  patients 
visited  but  an  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  paid  compared, 
with  the  previous  year.  There  was  a marked  increase  in  the 
visits  paid  to  medical  cases  though  the  actual  number  of 
medical  patients  was  less.  There  was  a slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  surgical  cases  while  there  was  a decrease  in  the 
number  of  adults  of  65  years  and  over  and  in  the  number  of 
children  visited. 


Midwifery. 

There  were  two  more  domiciliary  confinements  within  the 
County  than  in  the  previous  year.  Table  XI  shows  that  182 
confinements  took  place  within  the  County  of  which  80  were 
confined  at  home.  The  total  number  of  births  including 
still-births  was  534,  so  that  352  births,  or  approximately  66%, 
took  place  outside  the  County,  while  approximately  85%  of 
the  total  births  took  place  in  an  institution  and  only  15%  at 
home.  The  number  attended  by  the  Midwives  on  discharge 
from  institutions  before  the  fourteenth  day  showed  a marked, 
increase,  from  152  in  the  previous  year  to  249  during  thi^ 
year.  Approximately  70%  of  those  confined  in  institutions' 
were  discharged  before  the  fourteenth  day.  It  is  possible 
that  mothers  may  be  discharged  automatically  before  the 
fourteenth  day,  irrespective  of  whether  there  is  a scarcity  of 
maternity  beds  or  not,  and  that  the  mothers  themselves  will 
be  expecting  to  return  home  before  the  fourteenth  day.  ^ 
Mothers  should  be  encouraged  to  stay  the  full  fortnight  if  bedsj 
are  available. 


Health  Visiting. 

There  were  more  primary  visits  paid  to  children  under  one 
year  of  age  as  there  were  more  births.  The  total  number  of 
Health  visits  was  less  but  the  birth  rate  for  last  year  was  the 
lowest  for  a number  of  years. 
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SOCIAL  WELFARE 


The  Welfare  Services  are  administered  by  the  Welfare 
Committee  through  the  Welfare  Officer  while  the  Children’s 
Officer  is  responsible  to  the  Children’s  Committee.  Two 
institutions  within  the  County  are  available  for  the  aged  and 
a third  is  to  be  established  at  Bala. 


There  is  a Children’s  Home  at  Llan  Ffestiniog.  A scheme 
to  extend  the  Welfare  Services  to  include  other  persons  who 
are  substantially  and  permanently  handicapped  by  illness, 
injury  or  congenital  deformity,  etc.  was  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

A scheme  for  a chiropody  service  to  the  aged  was  established 
in  the  County  by  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  under 
the  aegis  of  the  Merioneth  Rural  Community  Council.  Clinics 
were  held  at  Aberdovey,  Corwen,  Blaenau  Ffestiniog,  Harlech, 
Dolgelley,  Towyn,  Bala,  Barmouth  and  Penrhyndeudraeth. 
Chiropody  treatment  is  given  at  a very  low  cost  to  the  old 
people  and  the  clinics  3.re  well  attended.  The  Committee 
has  also  supplied  material  assistance  to  several  old  people. 

There  were  i o6  cases  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  teacher  for  the  blind  visits  all  cases 
and  encourages  each  person  to  learn  to  read  Braille  etc.,  and 
to  undertake  some  hobby.  She  works  under  the  direction  of 
the  Welfare  Officer  and  in  co-operation  with  the  North  Wales 
Society  for  the  Blind.  Those  capable  of  work  are  placed  in 
suitable  jobs. 


The  Council  works  in  co-operation  with  the  Chester  and 
Nbrth  Wales  Society  for  the  Deaf  in  supervising  the  deaf  people. 

The  After  Care  Committee  provides  material  assistance 
to  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  other  illnesses. 
Approximately  ;^3,433  was  spent  in  assisting  these  persons 
during  the  financial  year  1955-56. 

Various  equipment  is  lent  for  nursing  the  sick.  Some  of 
the  equipment  has  been  provided  in  various  localities  by  the 
voluntary  nursing  associations,  the  voluntary  orthopaedic 
association  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

^ Y assistance  has  been  given  by  the  Inspectors  of  the 

iN.s.p.u.U.  who  have  co-operated  with  the  Children’s  Officer 
m dealing  with  neglected  children. 
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TABLE  VII. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPH1HER;A 

Number  of  children  immunised  in  the  County  up  to  the  31st  Uecembei , 1955. 

*"  ~ No.  of  Children  Immunised 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Clinics  are  held  within  the  County  to  deal  with  persons 
suffering  from  mental  illness.  A child  guidance  clinic  was 
established  at  Isallt,  Blaenau  Ffestiniog.  A Psychiatrist 
Psychologist  and  a Psychiatric  Social  Worker  from  the  North 
Wales  Hospital  for  Mental  and  Nervous  Disorders  attend  each 
clinic  and  the  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  carries  out  the  field 
work.  The  Council  contributes  towards  the  cost  of  this  service. 


Two  authorised  officers  are  responsible  for  the  whole  County. 
They  are  resident  at  Dolgelley  and  Bala,  respectively.  would 
be  advisable  to  re-adjust  their  areas  and  appoint  two  additional 
pfficers,  one  at  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  and  one  at  Towyn  so  as  to 
cover  the  whole  County  more  adecjuately. 


EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS 


One  spastic  child  was  admitted  to  a special  school  near 
Swansea. 


Information  with  regard  to  epileptics  and  spastics  is  mostly 
obtained  through  the  school  health  service.  Most  epileptic 
children  are  referred  to  the  Paediatricians  from  whom  reports 
are  received.  Treatment  recommended  by  the  Paediatricians 
is  carried  out  by  the  General  Practitioners, 


,1 


1 
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TABLE  IX. 


PARTICULARS  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES 
IN  THE  COUNTY 


Under 

16 

aged  16  years 

years  of  age 

and 

over 

I.  Particulars  of  cases  re- 
ported during  1955  : 

{a)  Cases  at  31st  December,  1955 
ascertained  ‘ ‘ subject  to 

be  dealt  with.”  Number 
in  which  action  taken  on 
reports  by 

(i)  Local  Education  Author- 

ities on  children — 

(z)  While  at  school  or 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

liable  to  attend  school 
(w)  on  leaving  special 

- 

- 

- 

- 

schools 

(m)  on  leaving  ordinary 

- 

- 

schools 

_ 

_ 

(2 ) Police  or  by  Courts 

_ 

_ 

. 

(3)  Other  sources 

(b)  Cases  reported  who  were 
found  to  be  defectives  but 
were  not,  at  31st  December, 
1955)  regarded  as  ‘subject 
to  be  dealt  with”  on  any 

I 

ground 

(r)  Cases  reported  who  were 
not  regarded  as  defectives 
or  in  which  action  was 
incomplete  at  3 1 st  Decem- 
ber, and  are  thus  e.Kcluded 

from  (a ) and  (b)  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS  

- 

- 

I 

- 

'■27 


2.  Disposal  of  cases  re- 
ported during  1955  • 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to 
be  defectives  “subject  to  be 
dealt  with”  (i.e.  at  i (fl)) 
number — 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory 

Supervision  ...  ... 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardian- 

ship 

(m)  Taken  to  “Places  of 

Safety” 

(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascer- 
tained to  be  defectives 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with” 
number — 

(z)  Placed  under  voluntary 

supervision 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary 

TOTAL  

- 

- 

1 

1 

! 

1 

I 

1 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

3.  Total  cases  on  Authority’s 

registers  at  3 ^ 

December,  1955 

(i)  Under  Statutory 

Supervision 

I 

2 

I 

- 

(ii)  Under  Guardianship 

- 

(Hi)  In  “Places  of 

Safety”  ...  

(iv)  In  Hospitals  

5 

3 

15 

13 

(i:;)  Under  voluntary  super- 

3 

12 

25 

vision  ...  ••• 

0 

^ 

TOTALS 

1 1 

8 

28 

28 


4-  Classification  of  defec 
fives  in  the  Comnfiunity 

on  31-12-55  (according  to 
need  at  the  time)  :- 
(a)  Cases  included  in 4 (i)-(iii) 
in  need  of  hospital  care 
and  reported  accordingly  to 
the  hospital  authority  ;- 
(i ) In  urgent  need  of  hospital 
care — 

(i)  “ cot  and  chair”  cases  ... 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade 
cases 

(Hi)  medium  grad^ 
cases 

(iv)  high  grade  cases... 

TOTAL  urgent  cases 

{b)  Of  the  cases  included  in 
items  4 (i),  {ii)  and  (v), 
number  considered  suitable 
for — 

(?)  occupation  centre 
(ii)  industrial  centre 
(Hi)  home  training  ... 

TOTAL  


! 

2 . 

I 

■ 

. 

_ 

■ -- 

- 

- 

2 

I 

2 

I 

6 

14 

I 

- 

4 

- 

3 

I 

10 

14 

1 

I 
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BLIND  PERSONS 

Number  of  blind  persons  on  register  on  31st  December,  1955:  io6'^ 


Age 

I-IO 

10-21 

21-40 

40-50 

50-65 

65-80 

80-90 

90- 1 00 ' 

Cases 

I 

- 

8 

13 

26 

37 

19 

2 

Follow  up  of  registered  blind  and  partially  blind  persons 

Cause  of  Disability 


Catar- 

act 

Glau- 

coma 

Retro- 

lental 

Fibro- 

plasia 

Others^ 

I.  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7(c)  of  Forms  B.D. 
8 recommends  ;- 
(a)  No  treatment  

2 

I 

3 

{b)  Treatment  (medical,  sur- 
gical or  optical) 

2 

3 

- 

2 

2.  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  {b) 
above  which  on  following  up 
have  received  treatment 

I 

3 



- 

2 

Six  blind  cases  were  recommended  for 
which  had  received  the  treatment  recommended.  One  age 
person  refused  operation  for  cataract. 


Three  persons  were  certified  as  partially  blind,  one  of  whom 
was  recommended  and  received  treatment. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


DENTAL  TREATMENT 

Number  of  children  under  school  age  treated  by  Dentist 
at  School  Clinics 

Number  of  children  examined  ...  ...  192 

Number  of  children  requiring  treatment  ...  78 

Number  of  children  treated  ...  ...  ...  65 

There  were  no  maternity  cases  referred  for  dental  treatment 
by  the  Dental  Staff  of  the  Council.  Local  dental  practitioners 
are  able  to  give  priority  treatment  to  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  the  mothers  prefer  to  continue  any  treatment 
with  their  own  dentists. 


ANTE -NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS 


Ante-natal  Clinics  were  held  by  Consultants  by  arrange- 
ments with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  at 

Blaenau  Ffestiniog  - ist  and  3rd  Mondays  in  each  month. 
Dolgelley  - - 2nd  and  4th  Mondays  in  each  month. 

Towyn  - - Last  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

- - Second  Wednesday  in  each  month. 


Attendances  at  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  were  as  follows 


■ 

Maternity 

Gynaecology 

New 

Old 

Post- 

natal. 

New 

Old 

Total 

Blaenau 
Ffestiniog 
Dolgelley 
Corwen  - 

145 

141 

16 

420 

279 

33 

15 

68 

89 

55 

151 

721 

675 

16 

Total 

302 

699 

48 

157 

206 

1412 

1 he  figures  for  the  Towyn  Clinic  were  not  available. 


1 
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TABLE  X. 


Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  area  of  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  on  31st  December,  1955. 


Domi- 

ciliary 

Midwives 

Midwives 
in  Instit- 
utions 

Total 

{a)  Midwives  employed  by  the  Au- 

thority 

19 

- 

•9 

(Jb)  Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary 
Organisations  : 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the 

Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 

1946  

(m)  Otherwise  (including  hospitals 

not  transferred  to  the  Minister 
under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act) 

3 

3 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by  Hospital 
Management  Committees  or 

Boards  of  Governors  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act 
{i)  Under  arrangements  with  the 

Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
Nation  Health  Service  Act, 

1946  * 

(n)  Otherwise 

- 

8 

8 

{d)  Midwives  in  Private  Practise 
(including  Midwives  employed  in 
Nursing  Homes) 

9 

- 

9 

Totals 

28 

1 1 

39  ^ 

82 
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Number  of  cases  delivered  in  institutions  but  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives  on  discharge  from  the 

Institutions  before  the  fourteenth  day  ...  ...  249. 
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MATERNITY  OUTFITS 

Outfits  are  provided  for  all  mothers  confined  at  home,  free 
of  charge.  The  outfits  are  provided  through  the  local  midwife. 
Seventy-eight  outfits  were  issued  during  the  year. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  on  31st  December,  1955 


Whole-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Part-time  37 

A total  of  75  Home  Helps  were  employed  during  the  year. 
Number  of  cases  for  whom  Home  Helps  were  provided 


during  the  year  :- 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers) 3 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ...  •••  •••  •••  5 

(r)  Chronic  Sick  including  aged  and  infirm  75 

(d)  Others  ...  ••  •••  •• 

The  main  demand  for  domestic  help  has  been  for  the 
chronic  sick,  the  aged  and  the  infirm.  The  service  is  provided 
free  for  those  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance.  Others  con- 
tribute according  to  an  income  scale  adopted  by  the  Council. 

Darby  and  Joan  Clubs  have  made  their  contribution  to 
the  Welfare  of  the  old  people,  as  well  as  other  voluntary  bodies 
such  as  the  Toe.  H. 


GAS  AND  AIR  ANALGESIA 

Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  area  who  are  qualified 
to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia  ...  .••  •••  *9 

Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered  by 
Midwives  in  Domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  :- 

(a)  When  a Doctor  was  not  present  at  time  of  delivery 

of  child  •••  ••• 

(b)  When  a Doctor  was  present  at  the  time  ot  delivery 

of  child  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

Clinics  were  held  at  thirteen  centres.  Slightly 
were  held  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year  and  ther 
was  a slight  reduction  in  the  average  attendances.  Cene 
practitioners  act  as  Medical  Officer  at  the  chn.es  ««P' ^ 
Abergynolwyn  where  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

is  in  charge. 


tablIxbl  infant  welfare  centres. 
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Total 
atten- 
dances 
during 
year  : 

lO  ^ 00  looo  10  0 0^  i-i 

tocD  tN  ■'4'  CO  cooo  CO  . 

co^^  cor^’-i  « CO" 

lO 

Xo.  of  attendances  dur- 
ing the  year  made  by 
children  who  at  the 
date  of  attendance 
were  : 

2 year^ 
under  5: 

" " ' lOOO  't'  CO  05  to  " CO  CT5CO  CO 
CO  CO  'f  CO  (05C0  01  CO  o^co 

P-.  0(  " " 

0 

. I year . 
under  2 

toco  CO  i^mcoco  0 0^" 

CO  co'^toco'^-^cococo  coco  CO 

M I-.  " CN 

w 

CO 

0 

under 
I year 

coco  COCJ)CT)'tj-'(N  OCO  " tf 

CO  O'  CO  O-CO  O'  ■rh'  ^ CN  CO  CO  O' 

0 CO  i-H  CO  " " ^ 

CO 

04 

CO 

04 

Total 

Xo.  of  chil- 
dren who 
attended 
during  the 
year 

CO  CO  ^ COCO  CO  ^CO  0 0 0 

r^cN  0-0  -T^cococN  CO  -^co  to  'th 

0 

CO 

CO 

of  children  who 
led  during  the 
and  who  were 
born  in  : 

o 

lO 

0 coo'ococo  Tj-if^coo  CO  r^co 

LO"  COCN  "COLO" 

0 

to 

CO 

lO 

lO,  OO-OCO^I^tOCN  toco  CO 
" cO"""CO  ti-i""CO 

CO 

04 

Xo. 

attend 

year. 

to 

cn 

CO  0 (N  01  co^  ^ cr>  01  o<  m 

04 

04 

Xo.  of  children 
who  first 
attended  a centre 
during  the  year, 
who  were  under 
I year  of  age 

0(  0 lO  lO  LO^  CO  CO  LO 

^-*^-^CO^OiO^  LOOi^LO^^ 

CO 

CO 

.h^o. 

of 

ses- 

sions 

held 

^ W lT5U:>  OlOIOIOICMOliOCOOl 

to 

04 

04 

Clinic  : 

Aberdovey 

Abergynolwyn 

Bala 

Barmouth 

Corris 

Corwen 

Dolgelley 

Dyfiryn 

Ffestiniog 

Harlech 

Penrhyndeudraeth 

Towyn 

Trawsfynydd 

Totals  ... 
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County  of 

Merioneth... 
Total  Urban 

IHstrlcts  . . . 
Total  Rural 

Districts  . . . 
Urban  Districts  ; 

Bala  

Barmouth 

Dolgelley 

Ffestiniog 

Towyn  

Rural  Districts  : 
Deudraeth 

Dolgelley 

Edeyrnion 
Penllyn  

1 K)  K)  Ol 

OO  CTl<r>  ^ CTl'-J  OO  03  hO  CO  03  K5 

l-<r  03i-f^  03  0003  O30n  03  03  On  OO 

1 

Total 

Regis- 

tered 

Births 

K3  K3 

_ « CO  I-I  03i-t^  4^  ‘-I  03 

. CO^  coon  OOOnWCji'^  CO  K3  -i 

Total 

'noti- 

fied 

within 

County 

K)'''  'K3‘'«  K3  03  on 

Doctor  present 
at  time  of 
de  lively  of 
child 

1 

! 

Dnmicii 

1 Doctor  not  booked  j 

hO  fO 

' OO  ^ Cji  - 

Doctor  not 
present  at 
time  of 
delivery  of 
child 

^4i.]OiO  CO 

r 

Doctor  present 
at  time  of 
delivery  of 
child 

Hary  Cases  1 

1 Doctor  hooked  ' 

{ \ 

,)0^‘4i  |I'''  03  1 03 

Doctor  not 
present  at  time 
of  delivery 
of  child 

^ ^ « 4^‘  03  00 

co'-.r  CO  (ji  crion  ^3  — CO  - o 

1 

1 

Totals 

■ ■ • ■ ^ ■ ' “ “ 

CJases 

in 

Insti- 

tutiom 

within 

the 

County 

Giving  the  birth  rate  per  i,ooo  of  population  for  the  decennial  period  1946  - 1955,  in  England  and  Wales 

and  the  County,  and  County  Districts. 
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CO 

CD 
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CO 
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CD 

cs 

« ^ ^ qi  CO  10  CD  LO  LO  0 CD 

• t^qq-  lOqr^CTlT^.  Sco  nd  ^ 

!:q  d “ 

Col.  I 

England  and  Wales 
County  of  Merioneth  ... 
Total  Urban  Districts 
Total  Rural  Districts  ... 

Urban  Districts  ; 

Bala 

Barmouth 

Dolgelley 

Ffestiniog 

Towyn 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth 

Dolgelley 

Edeyrnion 

Penllyn 
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TABLE  XV.  r 

, Showing  the  number  of  births  and  the  birth  rates  in  the? 
County,  and  in  the  County  Districts,  with  the  number  ofe 
Illegitimate  Births  with  the  percentage  of  total  births  forw 
the  year  1955.  if 


No.  of  bi 
registered  i 

rths 

955 

Birth 
rate  per 
1,000 
of  esti- 
mated 
popula- 
tion 

Illegitimate 

Births 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Total 

No. 

per  cent 
of  Toted 
births 

Col.  I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

County  of 

Merioneth 

276 

252 

528 

13.20 

31 

5-87 

Total  Urban 

Districts  

1 14 

121 

235 

13-55 

12 

5-i> 

Total  Rural 

Districts  

162 

131 

293 

12.93 

19 

6-93 

Urban  Districts  : 

Bala  ...  ... 

1 1 

12 

23 

15-23 

- 

- 

Barmouth  

18 

17 

35 

15-02 

- 

- 

Dolgelley  

19 

17 

36 

14-34 

2 

5-55 

Ffestiniog  

30 

43 

73 

11.03 

7 

9-58 

Towyn  

36 

32 

68 

15-56 

3 

4.41 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth 

56 

40 

96 

14.46 

4 

4.17 

‘ Dolgelley  

52 

42 

94 

10.38 

8 

8.51 

Edeyrnion 

33 

31 

66 

16.06 

6 

9.09 

Penllyn  

19 

18 

37 

, . ✓ 

12.98 

I 

* 

2.70 

TABLE  XVII. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Showing  the  number  of  Health  Visits  paid  by  part-time 
Health  Visitors. 


Districts  : 

Visits  to  Children 
o - I j/ears  of  age 

Visits 

to 

children 
years 
of  age 

Total 

Health 

Visits 

to 

children 
0-^  years 

Primary 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Aberdovey 

i8 

88 

•73 

261 

Bala  ... 

55 

280 

541 

821 

Barmouth 

32 

182 

370 

552 

Blaenau  hlestiniog  ... 

49 

341 

668 

1009 

Corris 

1 1 

91 

121 

212 

Corwen 

57 

332 

540 

872 

Dinas  Mawddwy 

9 

59 

78 

•37 

Dolgelley 

56 

402 

628 

• 030 

DyftVyn 

19 

94 

165 

259 

Fairbourne 

1 1 

62 

96 

158 

Ffestiniog 

20 

118 

198 

3^6 

Harlech 

29 

•34 

218 

352 

Llanegryn 

18 

83 

163 

246 

Penrhyndeudraeth  ... 

28 

•77 

213 

390 

Towyn 

41 

239 

454 

693 

Trawsfynydd 

19 

1 10 

•55 

265 

Totals  ; 

472 

2792 

4781 

7573 

TABLE  XVIII.  HOME  NURSING 
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Of  the  total  visits  paid  by  Nurses,  13,746  visits  were  for  the  purpose  of  giving  injections, 
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TABLE  XIX. 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1955. 


Nurriber  of  deaths  of  Infants  at 
the  different  age  p'-riods 

> 

Under  one  week  - | 

1-2  weeks 

3 

CO 

a 

3 

CO 

Total  under  4 wks.  ( i month) 

1 4 weeks  and  under  3 months 

3 months  and  under  6 months 

6 months  arid  under  9 months 

9 months  and  under  1 2 months 

1 Total  2-12  months 

1 Total  under  12  months  | 

T Infant  mortality  rate  per  I 

Col.  I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

i« 

County  of  Merioneth 

14 

2 

- 

- 

16 

2 

- 

2 

- 

4 

20 

37- 

Total  Urban  Districts 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

0 

25- 

Total  Rural  Districts 

10 

2 

- 

- 

12 

" 

~ 

2 

~ 

2 

i4j47- 

i 

Urban  Districts  : 

Bala 

I 

1 

43- 

28. 

Barmouth  ... 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

Dolgelley  ... 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

27* 

Ffestiniog  ... 

I 

I 

'3- 

29- 

Towyn 

I 

■ 

I 

1 

■ 

■ 

‘•2 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

'2 

2 

+13  “• 

l!;0. 

8ll2 

ii27c 

Dolgelley  ... 

- 

I 

- 

“ 

I 

8 

I 

" 

" 

“ 

Edeyrnion  ...  , ••• 

Penllyn 

7 

I 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 
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TABLE  XXI. 

Giving  the  causes  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  ages  at  death. 


Numl 

at  th 

1 

her 

e 

of 

<!eve 

dea 

ral 

ths  of 
age 

infants 

periods. 

Causes  of  Death  : 

Under  one  week 

I to  2 weeks  j 

3 

cn 

(N 

3 

CO 

Total  under  4 wks.  (i  month) 

4 weeks  and  under  3 months 

3 months  and  under  6 months  I 

6 months  and  under  9 months  I 

9 months  and  under  12  months  | 

|— 

•V.S 

a 

1 

a 

c : 

S : 
a - 

? 

C V 

a 2 
■«*.»  . 

Col.  I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

I.  Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

I 

1 

2.  Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. I 

- 

I 

- 

2 

2 

3.  Gastritis 

- 

4.  Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

5.  Prematurity 

6.  Other  defined  or  ill-defin,d 

8 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i 

8 

causes 

4 

- 

“ 

“ 

4 

I 

“ 

_ 

5 
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County  of  Merioneth  . . . 
Total  Urban  Districts  ... 
Total  Rural  Districts  ... 
Urban  Districts  ; 

Bala 

Barmouth 

Dolgelley 

Ffestiniog 

Towyn 

Rural  Districts 

Deudraeth 
Dolgelley 
Edeyrnion 
Penllyn  ... 

4.'. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  33  more  pulmonary  cases  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  than  in  the  previous  year,  being  15  males  and 
18  females.  There  were  five  fewer  non-pulmonary  on  the 
register. 

The  death  rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  higher 
when  there  were  six  more  male  deaths  and  four  more  female. 
There  were  four  deaths  of  persons  aged  between  25  and  45, 
ten  aged  45  to  55  and  six  aged  65  to  75.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Twelve  of  the  twenty 
deaths  occurred  in  the  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  area  while  39  of  the 
65  newly  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  in  the 
Blaenau  Ffestiniog  and  Deudraeth  areas. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
registers  at  the  end  of  the  year 


- 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonaty 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females, 

Bala  U.  D 

6 

2 

I 

I 

Barmouth  U.  D. 

4 

8 

2 

5 

Dolgelley  U.  D. 

1 1 

10 

2 

4 

Ffestiniog  U.  D. 

75 

44 

5 

10 

Towyn  U.  D. 

9 

10 

' I 

9 

Deudraeth  R.  D. 

41 

37 

2 

2 

Dolgelley  R.  D. 

24 

25 

5 

9 

Edeyrnion  R.  D. 

19 

14 

0 

1 

Penllyn 

8 

3 

I 

I 

Total 

197 

153 

•9 

42 

B,  C.  G.  VACCINATION 

234  children  in  the  Grammar  and  Secondary  Schools 
received  B.C.G.  Vaccination.  Of  329  tested  before  vaccina- 
tion, 79  were  positive  and  234  were  negative.  205  of  those 
vaccinated  and  re-tested  were  positive  and  none  were  found 
to  be  negative.  The  29  other  children  vaccinated  were  either 
absent  at  the  re-test  or  at  the  reading  of  the  test.  In  addition 
61  contact  cases  were,  vaccinated. 
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TABLE  XXIII. 

Showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  the 
several  County  Districts,  with  the  “phthisis”  death  rate  and 
tlie  total  tuberculosis  rate  per  i,ooo  of  population. 


Deaths  from 
Tuberculosis 

1955 

Death  rates  per  1,000 
of  population 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate 

Total 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Death 

rate 

Col.  I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

ounty  of 

Merioneth 

20 

- 

0.50 

0.50 

otal  Urban 

Districts 
otal  Rural 

15 

- 

0.86 

0.86 

Districts 

5 

- 

0.22 

0.22 

rban  Districts  : 

Bala 

I 

- 

0.66 

0.66 

Barmouth  ... 

2 

- 

0.85 

0.85 

Dolgelley  ... 

- 

- 

Ffestiniog 

12 

- 

0.18 

0.18 

Towyn 

- 

- 

- 

- 

tural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth  ... 

I 

- 

0.15 

0.15 

Dolgelley  ... 

4 

- 

0.44 

0.44 

Edeyrnion 

- 

- 

Penllyn 

- 

- 

1 

- 
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TABLE  XXIV. 

Showing  the  total  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  for  the  decennial  period,  1946  - 1955. 

~ ' ' "“  ■ ■ IT'  ' ■■  ■■"  ' ■ t . ..._,- 

Total  Tuberculosis  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population 


6}io\\iiig  new  cssfes  1 uufe^eulosl5  anu  me  luiai  L\G'dim  irum  i uueiuuiusi^  jii  me 

and  the  several  districts. 
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table  XXVI. 

New  cases  and  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  1955  in  various  age  groups. 

* ” MEW  CASES  DEATIL^ 

Respiratory  Mon-respiratory  Respiratory  Mon-respiratory 
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TABLE  XXVil. 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Admission  to  Hospitals  and  Sanatorium. 


Qjiarter 

ended 

Pulmonary 

Mon-Pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

Fe?nales 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Female. 

31-3-55 

9 

9 

- 

2 

9 

1 1 

30-6-55 

1 1 

7 

I 

I 

12 

8 

30-9-55 

1 1 

8 

I 

- 

12 

8 

31-12-55 

12 

8 

- 

- 

12 

8 

Totals: 

43 

32 

2 

3 

45 

35 
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Boracic  Acid  Powder 


URBAN 

district: 
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1 ■ ■ ^ 

S — TABLE  XXIX  — 

■fes  of  death  in  the  several  County  Districts, 

■ 

1955- 

RURAL  I 

IISTRICTS 

Bala 

Barmouth 

Dolgellty 

Ffestiniog 

Towyn 

Total  Urban 

Deudraeth 

Doleelley 

Edeymion 

Penllyn 

Total  Rural 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

U.D. 

U.D. 

U.D. 

U.D. 

U.D. 

Districts 

R.D. 

R.D. 

R.D. 

R.D. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

-1^ 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F' 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

ALL  CAUSES  

13 

17 

13 

23 

14 

22 

60 

42 

27 

28 

127 

132 

51 

60 

53 

54 

33 

31 

t8 

12 

^55 

^57 

I Tuberculosis  respiratory 

— 

I 

— 

2 

— 

— 

12 

— 

- 

- 

12 

3 

I 

- 

3 

I 

— 

4 

I 

2 Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 Whooping  Cough 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

_ 
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Showing  the  ages  at  death  from  the  several  causes  in  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
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